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If you are Irish, you are probably celebrating St. Patrick’s Day. If you understood St.
Patrick, you would probably wish you were Irish so you could join the festivities of a
man who truly earned the right to have a day named after him.

Over the years, | have come to appreciate Patrick as an innovative and creative
theologian with a flare for drama. He chased the snakes out of Ireland, as a fierce
defender of Christian Orthodoxy, he used the Shamrock as a symbol of the Trinity,
but did you know that Patrick, prior to his conversion and call, was a slave in Ireland.

A Roman-Briton, the inhabitants of pre-Anglo-Saxon Britain, Patrick spent many
years as a captive in his enemies land. When he gained his freedom, went back to
Britain, and converted to Christianity, guess where God called him to serve as a
missionary?

Confronting his pain, returning to the place of his enemies, and bringing the message
of Christianity along with reconciliation, is an act of a courage most of us can only
imagine. | may not be Irish, but Patrick is a hero of the faith and | gladly partake in
boiled cabbage and corned beef every St. Patrick’s day.

But, as a Lutheran who has a hard time celebrating the virtues of a
saint, lest | find myself in the school of “works righteousness,” |
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celebrate the fact that God was willing to use this man, a sinner
like us all, for the miraculous purpose of reconciling an entire
nation to Christ while he reconciled himself to his former captives.
In Christ

Pastor Jeff
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President's Letter

Greetings!

I hardly know what to say at this point (it's only been four days since | was elected President), so this will be
short and sweet.

I look forward with a positive attitude that even though this may be a challenging year, God will get us
through it, just fine. And it will make us stronger in our resolve to move forward with our ministries at
Living Lord.

While we have had some challenges with our building project, | am very excited about our progress. Current
plans will expand the sanctuary and allow a portion of it to be used for other activities on a temporary basis
until we can expand the multipurpose area.

While | write this, preparations are underway for our 2009 congregational retreat. | look forward to the 28
participants' input and expect that we will emerge from it with renewed faith, clear vision and commitment to
serving Christ in this community.

Yours in Christ

John Moyer

Outreach Ministries planned for 2009:

Event Coordinator
March Haiti collection Ellen Weiss
April ODB/MOW Elaine Seamon
May #10 Can Collection — ODB Randee Smith
June Personal Hygiene Collection/ODB | Peter Easton
July Samoset Elem. School Supplies Pam Griffith
August Homeless infants Pat Kunkel
Sept. LSF event and Challenge Day Marianne Moyer
Collection for Animal Shelters Randee Smith

Oct. Blessing of the Animals Randee Smith

Manatee Children’s Shelter Bake Sale | Cheryl Graham
Nov. Adopt a Family Angel Tree Cheryl Graham
Dec. ODB/MOW

If you have any questions regarding any of these events, would like to participate in them, or have an idea for
an event that you would like the Outreach Committee to consider, please call Committee Chairperson
Ursula Williams at 201-4467.



Treasurer’s Ledger

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

As of January 31, 2009, the Church continues to have a negative financial position of $4,098.35.
Historically, we have been in a negative financial position in past Januarys. We should begin to be in the
black beginning in February. The months February through April, are usually the months that we
accumulate excess operating funds to carry us over the summer. Most of our Church’s costs are fixed, such
as, salaries, utilities, mortgage payments, and insurance. There are very few discretionary costs, but those
that are, we will continue to slash to the bone.

All God’s Children ended January 2009 with a small positive financial position of $2,757.90.

The total financial position of Living Lord Lutheran Church is as follows:

2009 $ Over
Jan 2009 Budget Budget
Receipts

Church Receipts 28,574.79 28,756.00 (181.21)
Church Disbursements 32,673.14 30,950.00 1,723.14
Net Church Financial Position (4,098.35) (2,194.00) (1,904.35)
AGC Receipts 23,372.31 23,148.00 224.31
AGC Disbursements 20,614.41 22,451.00 (1,836.59)
Net AGC Financial Position 2,757.90 697.00 2,060.90
LLLC Total Receipts 51,947.10 51,904.00 43.10
LLLC Total Disbursements 53,287.55 53,401.00 (113.45)
2009 Net Total LLLC Financial Position (1,340.45) (1,497.00) 156.55
2008 Net Total LLLC Financial Position (3,157.50) (11,048.00) 7,890.50

My prayer continues to be that each of you can see it in your heart to increase your donations and provide the
funds to support your Church and make up the 2008 deficiency during 2009. Bea Daly, Treasurer

New Sunday Bulletin Procedure

All of us, including Living Lord Lutheran Church, have been affected in one way or another by the current
economy. In order to be better stewards of both our financial and environmental resources, the Worship
Team along with Pastor Gross are suggesting the use of a new “resource saving” Sunday bulletin. This will
be a savings both in money and time expended to provide copies for all three services, and the cost to our
environment with all the paper we use and just throw away.

The new bulletin will contain only the church service but will include a printed insert containing any
announcements, hymn numbers, etc. After church service, the bulletin will be left behind to be reused the
next Sunday, and you will take home the insert. We will begin using the bulletin with an insert for the
Lenten season on March 1, the first Sunday of Lent. Hopefully, by the end of Lent, we will all be used to our
new bulletin and continue its use, changing the color of the inserts for each church season.  Worship Team

Editor’s Note: The Worship Team is to be commended for their efforts to reduce costs and to alleviate
the budget shortfall the Church is currently experiencing.



Mark Your Calendars

The Manatee Village Historical Park will conduct its annual Heritage Day on March 21, 2009, from

10:00 AM until 4:00 PM. Admission is free. Trace the evolution of Manatee County from the mid 1800s
through the present.

Christmas Angel Tree
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By the time all the gifts were wrapped and Living Lord has no shortage of its own angels!
boxed, the Fellowship Hall was packed!

Well, we did it again even in our bad economy times. We had 95 kids on the Angel tree and our wonderful
and giving parishioners took one or more angels to make a better Christmas for these children. Thrivent was
very generous also and gave us $1,000.00 to share with 24 families. Randee Smith, Pam Griffith, and Gary
and Cheryl Graham shopped for the families. We purchased a variety of things the families could use. We

also would like to thank everyone who helped pack the presents on Sunday afternoon and all who helped
deliver them on Monday, December 8th. Bless you all.



All God’s Children Registration

Registration for the 2009-2010 School-year at All God’s Children Preschool (AGC) will be from February
12" to 23" for existing families and church members. On February 24™ we will begin filling remaining
openings, if any, from our waiting list. If you have a child or grandchild who would be interested in
attending AGC, please call Jeri Thomas at 739-2776.

Registration for AGC’s six week Summer Camp will commence March 16™.

Final Results of Bake Sale

As you know, our craft and bake sale last October earned $836.00, with matching funds from Thrivent and
Modern Woodman of America. We presented Manatee Children's Centera check for $2,508.00 on
December 17th. Gigi Kelly and Melinda Thompson of the Children's Center could not believe how caring
and generous our church has been to them. Thank you all for your help!

Editor’s Note: Often when matching funds are requested, months elapse before a final accounting can
be made for an event.

Upcoming Events

Friday, February 20th (7pm-9pm) and Saturday, February 21st (9am-3pm): LLLC Retreat at Lutheran
Redeemer Church, 6311 Avenue W., Bradenton. All Council members, Committee Chairpersons and other
church leaders should plan to attend. Lunch and snacks will be served. Call the church office to confirm
your attendance.

Fellowship Activities:
Feb 22" Chili Cook-off, Noon at Living Lord
March 21%10:30am-1:30pm: All God’s Children Spring Family Festival

March 28™: Coquina Beach (?) Church Beach Picnic

April?: Golf Tournament

Late April or early May Mother/Daughter Tea (perhaps at Selby Gardens)
Youth Activities

August 3-7 LOMF Day Camp

If anyone would like to help with the planning of any Fellowship events or if you have an idea for a different
Fellowship event, please contact Billie Havey, Louise Barr, Marianne Moyer, or Norine Eckstrom.



NEW MEMBER INVITATION

We will be receiving New Members on Palm Sunday April 5™ at all services. There will be two classes on
Tuesday evenings March 24™ and 31 at 6:30pm.

Anyone interested in becoming a member will need to fill out a “New Member Information Sheet”. To

receive one please contact the church office at 753-9365 or Pat Kunkel at 748-6669. If there are any
questions please speak to Pastor Jeff or Pat.

Living Lord Initiates LLAMA Program

On February 11", the Church Council approved a proposal to initiate the Living Lord Ambulatory
Maintenance Assistance (LLAMA) Program within Living Lord Church.

What does LLAMA do?

It provides free Crutches, Canes, Walkers, and Wheelchairs to church members who have a temporary need
for any of these items due to an injury or surgery.

What will it cost the church?

Nothing! All of the items received so far have been donated to Living Lord and we will solicit t additional
items as needed.

Where would these items be stored?

The Property Committee will make that decision..

How much storage space will be required?

The wheel chair and walkers are collapsible and require only two square feet of floor space total.

How would the program work? A member requiring one or more of these items would call the church office
with their request. If that item is available, the member would pick it up at their convenience and return it
when no longer needed.

What does the program accomplish?: It is a way for the church to reach out to its own members to spare
them the expense of purchasing or renting equipment that may only be required for a short period of time.
It’s a win-win situation as it costs the church nothing but will certainly generate bountiful good will.

It is analogous to the Living Lord Disaster Hosting Program. In effect now for the fifth year, the Hosting
Program has never been activated (due of course to the lack of local disasters) yet it offers a great comfort to
know that it is in place and can be activated anytime there is a need. Likewise with LLAMA, we hope it
does not have to be used often but it is there to help if there is a need.



Fire Shuts Down Living Lord

| see an active, vital church at Living Lord Lutheran. The longer I live the less I believe “It could never
happen here” or “That could never happen to me”. We just never know what a new day will bring. Last
Friday, January 30", started out with a fire here at Living Lord Lutheran. The fire of the Holy Spirit would
have been preferable. Instead, the fire was in our transformer box. It sits about ten feet from the AGC office
and next to all our air conditioning units. Praise be to God, the building was spared any damage.

At about 7:45 AM while cleaning AGC for the day, I noticed that the transformer seemed to be steaming in
the rain. | soon noticed that it was not steam but smoke. | then called Peace River Power Co. to report the
problem. | checked it once more and it looked like a large BBQ grill with smoke rolling out. | then called
911 and reported the fire. Peace River called back and put an emergency call out. 911 phoned back and
warned me about the danger of an electrical fire. 1 usually don’t take calls that come in but that day 1 did.

A power crew was the first to arrive with the fire department right behind. As it turned out, the power crew
was only a few blocks away. The firemen seemed very glad to have the power crew here. | have always
been impressed with the very professional actions of the fire department and now | have a greater respect for
Peace River Power’s response. | first reported the problem at 7:45 AM and before noon they had installed a
new transformer. The whole time they kept us informed of their progress.

The AGC teachers began to arrive while the firemen were still here. One of the teachers phoned
Crystal Shreve, Assistant Director, while she was on her way. When she got here, the power company
representative said, “No power until sometime this afternoon”. “No school today” was made official. The
teachers and | met the parents as they arrived and turned them back. We have a great crew at AGC. They
are very professional at all times and this was no exception. When you see one of them, give them a big hug.

With God’s guidance, we can accomplish anything. It’s our part to be ready for the challenge. We have fire
and burglar alarms in place and plans for unexpected problems. It is our job to be diligent at all times. We
should be ready expecting Christ’s return at any time. “Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps
burning...... because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”

Luke 12:35-40

In His Service,
Jim Fath
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Peace River employee install new transformer. One a Peace River trucks that responded.




Weather Corner

Arctic air brought the coldest temperatures in several years to much of Florida on January 21-22 and
February 5-6. The coldest morning of the first freeze was on January 22 with local low temperatures as low
as 31 at the Sarasota/Bradenton Airport, 29 in Parrish, and an unofficial 25 in Lakewood Ranch. Elsewhere
in Florida, low temperatures on January 22 include Tallahassee 18, Cross City 19, Brooksville 20,
Jacksonville 21, Plant City 23, Arcadia 25, Myakka River State Park 27, Ruskin 29, MacDill AFB 30, and
Venice 32. Manatee County farmer Ben King lost his crop of tomatoes, peppers, eggplants, and jalapenos
after the temperature dropped to 23 degrees for about four hours. About 80 acres were damaged despite
attempts to warm the fields with water. Other farmers suffered little or no damage to their crops. There was
minimal damage to the strawberry crop in the Plant City area with overnight watering for a 10-hour period.

Coldest local temperatures during the February freeze included 26 in Parrish and 31 at the
Sarasota/Bradenton Airport. The record low of 14 at Tallahassee on February 5 was the coldest temperature
there since 13 on December 24, 1989. The high temperature of 55 at Key West on February 5 was the
coldest maximum temperature there since 54 was recorded on Christmas Day in 1989. Other record lows in
Florida on February 5 include 23 at Apalachicola, 33 at West Palm Beach, and 37 at Miami Beach. Record
lows on February 6 include 21 at Gainesville, 23 at Jacksonville, and 30 at Lakeland. Locally, wind chill
was very noticeable on February 5 with gusty north winds and a high temperature of only 52 at the
Sarasota/Bradenton Airport.

Beneficial rains fell on the Sunshine State on January 29-30 with 0.95 inches at the Sarasota/Bradenton
Airport, 1.05 at Parrish, 1.51 at Orlando, 1.88 at Tampa, and 1.93 inches at the St Petersburg/Clearwater
Airport. Additional timely rainfall on February 2 included 0.60 inches at Parrish and 0.48 inches at the
Sarasota/Bradenton Airport.

In other environmental news in the world, the official death toll from Australian wildfires reached 181 by
February 10 with a possibility it will exceed 200. The wildfires outside Melbourne, Australia's second
largest city, destroyed more than 750 homes, left 5,000 people homeless, and burned 1,100 square miles of
land. Witnesses described seeing trees exploding and skies raining ash as temperatures hit a record 117
degrees in Melbourne on February 7 and combined with 60 mph winds to create perfect conditions for
uncontrollable blazes. A long-running drought in the Australian state of Victoria, the worst in a century, has
left forests extra dry. Police said they believed some of the fires were set deliberately.

Tree limbs snapped with a sound like gunshots, blacking out thousands of homes and businesses, and schools
and government offices were closed on January 27 as a major storm spread a glaze of ice and snow from the
Southern Plains to the East Coast. Ice had built up to as much as 3 inches in sections of Arkansas and
Oklahoma. As many as 350,000 people were without power in Arkansas. It was even worse in Kentucky
with over 600,000 homes and businesses without power. The governor of Kentucky stated that this was the
biggest natural disaster in the history of Kentucky. Cleanup continued in Lone Grove, Oklahoma where
eight people died in a powerful tornado on February 10.

Bill Mork, Meteorologist

Sunday Bulletins for Visually Impaired

The large Sunday Bulletins are for visually impaired members only. In our effort to reduce expenses, we are
asking members who are not visually impaired to not ask for one as they are more expensive to print.



Serving at Our Daily Bread

The winter season has just ended for the LLLC team of volunteers who served meals at Our Daily Bread.
Many thanks to the volunteers who worked in December, January, and February; Marlene Abell, Jim Abell,
Diane De Rosia, Peter Easton, Nancy Martinsen, Jeri Schultze, Randee Smith, Pat Smith, and Oz Smith.
Thanks also to those who volunteered but were unable to fit into our scheduled days.

We are looking forward to serving again in June, July, and August after Our Daily Bread moves into their
new quarters. There will be a sign up sheet in the Narthex. Help us serve and 1I’m sure you will find this a
worthwhile and enjoyable outreach program.

Pat and Oz Smith

Second Annual Chili Cook-Off

Sunday, February 22™ at Noon at Living Lord Church Fellowship Hall. Nothing like tasting many varieties
of chili-some of them hot, some of then mild, and some in between hot and mild along with some rolls and
salad and dessert to end the scrumptious meal. There are sign up sheets in the Narthex for the following:
volunteers to cook their special Chili with a copy of their recipe; volunteers to bring some corn bread and
rolls and desserts. There will be a sheet for all who want to attend with the number of those in your family.
Remember to set aside February 22 and come and enjoy. Call the office or Louise Barr at 727-1878 for any
additional information.

Volunteers Needed for Delivery of Altar Flowers

Generous church members provide us with altar flowers for our Sunday services. Those who donated
flowers can take them home after the last Sunday service, or on Monday during office hours. However,
those who wish to use the flowers to bring joy to shut-ins, nursing homes, hospitals or retirement homes
should let our church office know in advance so that volunteers can make the delivery on Mondays. Our
own church members, who are hospitalized, sick at home or shut-ins will be our first priority to receive the
flowers. Maggie in our office will have a list of where flowers should be delivered.

We are thankful for volunteers who have delivered flowers for long periods of time, but we need YOUR help
in sharing in this task. Volunteers often do not have the time to make a lengthy commitment, but we hope
will be able to sign up for flower delivery for 1-2 months at a time. We will post a flower delivery sign-up
sheet in the Narthex and provide each volunteer with additional information on this joyful program. For
more information please contact Ursula Williams at 201-4467 or the office at 753-9365.

Voice Subscriptions

At the Annual Congregation meeting, the Congregation approved a plan to charge a $9.00 subscription fee to
receive the Voice newsletter by mail. This fee will cover all printing and postage costs that were cut due to a
revenue shortfall. Those members who have access to the internet will receive the Voice via E-mail or can
access it on our Web site. We are hopeful that this budget shortfall will be short lived and that we can revert
back to our normal procedure next year.



Committee Night

Committee Night is the first Wednesday of each month. Committee members meet in the Sanctuary at
7:00 PM for a word of prayer by Pastor Jeff, then split into individual groups to conduct their business. By
having all committees together at one place affords an opportunity to coordinate when a project involves two
or more committees. If you would like to join a committee or become more active in one, Committee Night
is a good place to start. Just show up and let someone know what your interests are!

01/06/2002

The Building Committee discuses the next steps
after the Congregation approved the building
expansion at the Annual Meeting in January.

01%/06/2002

The Worship Committee has developed a plan
to reduce the printing costs of the Sunday
bulletins. See details elsewhere in this issue.

01/06/2002

The Evangelism Committee prepares for the next
New Member class which will be held in March.

on the up-coming Chili Cook-off in late February.

It was a Super Souper Bowl Sunday!

The coins clinked and the bills and checks gently rustled down into our soup pot collection for Lutheran
World Hunger. Our congregation once again proved its generosity as we donated $724.50 to help feed
hungry people around the world. This annual collection is part of a national program and we are blessed to
be able to again help our brothers and sisters in need. Thank you to all who gave so generously.




Haiti: Neighbors Build Hope Project

The month of March highlights Living Lord Lutheran Church’s Outreach Committee’s Haiti Awareness and
Support program of the Global Mission Committee, Florida-Bahamas Synod, ELCA.

The Lutheran World Federation, (LWF) participates in a network called ACT — Action by Churches
Working Together. LWF is providing support for the emerging Lutheran Church in Haiti training pastors
and teachers for churches and schools.

Because Haiti is the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere, Haitians live in abject poverty with barely
enough to survive. Therefore, the churches in Haiti are a lifeline for the people.

Envelopes and information will be included in the bulletin on Sunday, March 1%, 2009. These envelopes (or
checks designated Haiti) may be returned to the church office or placed in the offering plate any Sunday in
March. Contributions can be earmarked for these programs:

Concrete Block Program The Theological Training Program
The Student Scholarship Program The Haiti Teacher Training Program

Emphasis this year is being placed on The Concrete Block Program. The Block Program is new and very
important because it will help rebuild three churches that have been destroyed by hurricanes. These new
concrete buildings will not only serve as a church, but, also a place for refuge during a storm and a
community gathering and activity center. (The cost of each block and cement is $20.00.)

On Sunday, March 22, 2009, we are pleased to have Patricia Hansen, of Ormond Beach, as a guest presenter.
Ms. Hansen, who is an active volunteer with the “Neighbors Build Hope Project”, has returned to Haiti ten
times this past year working diligently to help the Lutheran Church and the people of Haiti. She will tell us
more about the important work the Lutheran Church is doing in Haiti.

If possible, please help our “Forgotten Neighbors” and this lifesaving program. Your support is truly
appreciated. Thank you!

For more information call Ellen Weiss at 941-359-0087.

Easter Lilies

Easter lily order time is here again. We have ordered 60 Easter Lily plants to beautify our sanctuary, and
they will cost $6.00 each. Order forms and envelopes for payment will be available in the Narthex on the
registry podium.

If you would like to order one or more of these plants, please order early. Designate on the order form if the
plant is placed in honor of or in memory of a loved one, enclose your payment and place it in the offering
plate. The Lilies may be taken home AFTER the 10:45 AM service on Easter Sunday or during office hours
the week following.



Youth Group News

On January 28" if you would have walked into youth group you would have seen something a little on the
unusual side. This day was our “Blast from the Past” night. All of the youth dressed up from a different
decade, including some of our adult helpers. We played lots of games that took us back to our Elementary
school days like red light, green light, Mother may | and Red Rover, just to name a few.




SPA WEEKEND

The weekend of February 6-8, 4 of our middle school girls, along with Ms. Lisa joined Kristen up at Luther
Springs for a spa weekend for girls. Our girls were joined by another church, Prince of Peace Lutheran

Church in Largo, for a fun weekend of relaxing, playing, spa activities and learning how to get a little closer
with God.

Michele Bohlmann
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Youth of the Month

Name: Amy Pinsonneault

Age: 16

School: Lakewood Ranch High School

Grade: 11"

Activities: Drama Club

Non-School Activities: Going to youth group

Hobbies: Listening to music, acting, singing, dancing

What would you like to do/accomplish when you become an adult?
| would love to make a difference in someone’s life. | would also love to work with children and in
the arts.

Name: Matthew Beslic

Age: 12

School: Haile Middle School

Grade: 6"

Activities: Science Fair

Non-School Activities: Fishing and basketball

Hobbies: Fishing, video games, basketball and baseball

What would you like to do/accomplish when you become an adult?
Be a famous fisherman.



Day Camp/Vacation Bible School is coming!!!

When: August 3-7

Where: Living Lord Lutheran Church

Cost: $60 per person (VBS: $20 per person)

Who: 4 and 5 year olds- VBS/ Completed Kindergarten-Completed 5" Grade —Day camp
Time: VBS: 9:00am-12:00pm/ Day Camp: 9:00am-3:00pm

This year we are offering 2 programs during our VBS week. The first program is for our pre-K kids- ages 4
and 5. Their program will run from 9:00-12:00 with the traditional VBS format. The second program is for
any elementary age child who has completed Kindergarten through 5" grade. This program will be run by
the Lutheran Outdoor Ministries of Florida Day Camp staff. LOMF will be providing the programming and
the day runs from 9:00-3:00.

Each child participating in the Day Camp program will be provided with 2 snacks each day, but it is the
responsibility of the family to provide a box lunch for your child.

Registration and payment for VBS and Day Camp will be due Sunday April 52111 There is only room for
40 youth to participate in the Day Camp program. If there are still spots available after April 5" we will be
able to register at a rate of $70 per child.

Since we are having LOMF staffers come to run our program we will need a large amount of volunteers in
various capacities. There will be sign-up sheets located on the Sunday School bulletin board next to the
Woman’s bathroom. Even if you do not have children in the program you can still help out as volunteers are
greatly appreciated!

Volunteers:
e Lunch for the LOMF staff each day (Monday-Friday)
e Dinner home hosts for LOMF staff (Sunday night-Saturday night)
e Host homes for a minimum of 2 staff members (Sunday night-Saturday night)
e Snack for all children twice a day (Monday-Friday)

Supplies:

Construction paper

Crayons

Markers

Glue sticks

Pony beads of various colors
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Living Lord Lutheran Church

“Loving, Learning, Living in Christ”

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)
11120 State Road 70 East

Bradenton, FL 34202

Telephone: (941) 753-9365

FAX: (941) 758-9015

E-mail: info@livinglordfl.org

Web site:  www.livinglordfl.org

Living Lord Voice: newsletter@livinglordfl.org

Bob Daly, Newsletter Editor: (941) 751-3415

All God’s Children Preschool: (941) 739-2776

Youth Director, Kristen Louree (407) 257—2068 (cell)

Sunday Worship:
8:00 AM Traditional Worship
9:15 AM Contemporary Worship

10:45 AM Traditional Worship

Sunday school: Sunday school begins at the 9:15am service in the church. After the
Children’s sermon, the children move to the Education Building for their lessons.

Nursery Service is available during all services.
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